Article 17. Accessory Structures
17.1  GENERAL STANDARDS FOR ACCESSORY STRUCTURES
17.2  STANDARDS FOR SPECIFIC ACCESSORY STRUCTURES

17.1 GENERAL STANDARDS FOR ACCESSORY STRUCTURES
All accessory structures are subject to the following regulations, unless otherwise permitted or restricted by specific
regulations of this article and this Ordinance.

A. Accessory structures are permitted in all zoning districts, unless otherwise restricted by this article.

B. On individual lots with a detached single-family, duplex, triplex, or quadraplex principal structure any accessory
structure(s) shall be located on the same lot as the principal structure.

C. No accessory structure shall be constructed before the principal structure or use receives building permit or zoning
use approval. A constructed accessory structure shall not be deemed to give authorization to a principal use not
permitted in the zoning district. Construction of an accessory structure may be approved in conjunction with approval
of construction of the principal use. Such accessory structure shall not be occupied or used until all permits for the
principal structure are passed and closed, and a certificate of compliance or occupancy is obtained. Private docks and
piers may be allowed prior to the principal structure in Neighborhood 1 Zoning Districts.

D. A zoning use permit is required for all permanent accessory structures, except for those permanent structures
that require a building permit. In addition, certain accessory structures that do not qualify as permanent also require a
zoning use permit per this article unless otherwise noted.

E. Accessory structures are subject to the following locational requirements:

1. No accessory structure is permitted in the established front or corner side setback along a street or frontage
except as follows:

a. Mailboxes, utility poles, light poles, and other similar accessory structures are allowed within an
established front or corner side setback along a street or frontage.

b. Specific accessory structures may only be allowed in an established front or corner side setback along a
street or frontage by specific provisions of this Ordinance. When permitted in an established front or corner
side setback, an accessory structure shall not locate in the required setback along a street or frontage unless
it is also specifically allowed by this Ordinance.

c. Accessory structures may be located in an established front setback along a street for a single-family
detached dwelling if such dwelling is set back from the right-of-way a minimum of 150 feet and provided the
accessory structure is set back a minimum of 50 feet from the right-of-way and is subject to the required side
setback for the zoning district.

d. Inthe case of a through lot, one of the front setbacks, or setbacks along a frontage as applicable, shall
be considered a rear setback for the purposes of the accessory structure regulations of this article only, and
no accessory structure shall be allowed within this dimension.

e. Paved on-grade surfaces such as driveways, patios, sidewalks, and surface parking areas may encroach
into required setbacks unless limited elsewhere in this Ordinance.

2. Accessory structures in an established side or rear setback shall be located a minimum of three feet from a
lot line except as follows:

a. Accessory structures with a height of 24 feet or more, or under 24 feet but with a height taller than the
principal structure, shall be setback from any rear lot line a minimum of 15 feet and from any side lot line by
the dimension of the required side setback for the zoning district.

b. If a specific accessory structure’s location in the established side or rear setback is further restricted by
the provisions of this Ordinance, the more stringent standard shall apply.
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3. All accessory structures shall be located on the same site as the principal structure they support. Except as
otherwise permitted by these regulations, no accessory structure shall be permitted which obstructs or otherwise
interferes with use of a public street, network-required private street, or pedestrian facilities.

A detached accessory structure connected to a principal structure by a breezeway (see Article 18) is considered

detached and subject to all applicable dimensional and locational requirements for detached accessory structures.

G. For lots in residential use, the cumulative square footage of all accessory structures, excluding accessory dwelling
units (ADUSs), on a lot shall not exceed the total square footage of the heated area located on the first floor of the
principal structure. Accessory structures open to the sky such as, but not limited to, pools and tennis courts, do not
count towards this square footage limitation.

17.2 STANDARDS FOR SPECIFIC ACCESSORY STRUCTURES
The standards of Section 17.1 shall apply unless otherwise permitted or restricted by this section.

A. Amateur (ham) Radio Equipment
1. Amateur (ham) radio equipment towers with antennas are limited to a maximum height of 90 feet, as measured
to the top of the tower or attached antenna, whichever is greater.
2. Amateur (ham) radio equipment towers with antennas shall be set back as follows:
a. Up to 24 feet in height: Three feet from a side and rear lot line.
b. 24 feet or more in height up to the maximum principal building height of the zoning district: 15 feet from a
side and rear lot line.
c. Above the maximum principal building height of the zoning district up to 90 feet: 15 feet from a side and
rear lot line plus an additional one foot of setback from side and rear lot lines for every two feet in height above
the maximum height of the zoning district.
3. Building-mounted antennas for amateur (ham) radio equipment are limited to a maximum height of 20 feet
above the structure.
B. Carport, Detached
1. Detached carports shall be set back a minimum of 20 feet from the right-of-way or back of sidewalk, whichever
is greater, to allow a driveway or parking pad with a minimum length of 20 feet. A detached carport may be located
in an established corner side setback along a street or frontage if it complies with the preceding setback
requirement.
2. A detached carport shall be constructed as a permanent structure. No tent structure shall be permitted as a
carport.
C. Donation Boxes
1. Only one donation box is permitted per development site and a zoning use permit is required. Donation
boxes are only permitted as accessory to the principal use of the site.
2. Donation boxes shall be located to the rear of the principal building and entirely on private property. No
donation box may be located within a required parking space, required on-site open space, on-site pedestrian
pathway, tree save area, or area for stormwater control measures.
3. Donation boxes may be located in a parking structure.
4. Donation boxes shall be maintained in good condition and appearance with no structural damage, holes, or
visible rust.
5. The name and contact information of the operator shall be indicated on the front of each donation box.
6. Donation boxes shall not create nuisance conditions in violation of the City’s Health and Sanitation
Ordinance.
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7. Allitems received by the donation box shall fit fully within in the box structure. Outdoor storage areas are
prohibited.

D. Fences and Walls
1. General Requirements
The regulations of this section (item 1) apply to fences and walls in all zoning districts. Where the requirements
within the landscape regulations of Article 20 have specific standards for fencing that conflict with these
regulations, the standards of Article 20 shall control.

a. No fence or wall shall be constructed within a storm drainage easement which will block or materially
impede the flow of stormwater runoff.

b. No fence or wall shall obstruct sight distance triangles as defined in Section 31.3.D.

c. Permitted materials for the construction of a fence, gate, or wall are as follows. Fences, gates, or walls
in Neighborhood 1 Zoning Districts are not limited to these permitted materials.

i. Treated wood or redwood

ii. Simulated wood

iii. Decorative brick

iv. Stone

v. Simulated stone

vi. Finished masonry

vii. Wrought iron

viii. Aluminum or steel designed to simulate wrought iron
ix. Vinyl

X. Chain link; fence slats are prohibited

(A) A chain link fence with metal, plastic, or wooden slats shall not be used to meet any screening
required by this Ordinance.

The Zoning Administrator has the authority to approve alternative materials deemed to be similar to the
materials in the approved materials list.

d. When located on top of a retaining wall, fence height is measured on the fill (high) side.
e. The capital of a fence post or column may extend up to two feet above the maximum height limit.

f.  Where prescribed conditions, accessory structure standards, landscape requirements, and/or screening
requirements contain fencing requirements that conflict with this section, those specific requirements control.
Unless such requirements specifically state the type of fence or wall material required, item b above
continues to apply to permitted fence materials.

g. Fence wraps displaying signage when affixed to perimeter fencing at a construction site are exempt
from zoning regulation per N.C.G.S. 8§ 160D-908.

2. Neighborhood 1 Zoning Districts, Neighborhood 2 Zoning Districts, and MHP Zoning District
Standards
The following standards apply, unless a different standard is required by the landscape regulations of Article 20.
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a. Afence or wall located in the established front setback or setback along a frontage shall be limited to a
maximum height of five feet above grade.

b. A fence or wall located in the established side setback between the established front setback and
established rear setback shall be limited to a maximum height of six feet above grade.

c. Afence or wall located in the established rear setback shall be limited to a maximum height of eight feet
above grade.

d. Sound barrier walls along the interstate are allowed to exceed the height limitations of this section.

Other Zoning District Standards
following standards apply, unless a different standard is required by the landscape regulations of Article 20.

a. Fences and walls in an established setback along any frontage except a limited access frontage may be
a maximum of eight feet in height; however, that portion of the fence or wall above three feet in height shall
be constructed to be a minimum of 75% open. Along a limited access frontage there is no height limitation,
and the fence or wall may be opaque.

E. Garage, Detached

Detached garages shall be set back a minimum of 20 feet from the right-of-way or back of sidewalk, whichever is
greater, to allow a driveway or parking pad with a minimum length of 20 feet. A detached garage may be located in an
established corner side setback along a street or frontage if it complies with the preceding setback requirement.

Mechanical Equipment

1.

The following standards apply to mechanical equipment related to the operation of the structure; mechanical
equipment does not include accessory utility equipment, which is regulated separately by item K below. Examples of
mechanical equipment include heating, ventilation, and air conditioning (HVAC) equipment, personal electrical
generators, and swimming pool pumps and filters. These regulations do not apply to window-mounted or through-the-
wall air conditioners.

Ground-Mounted or Wall-Mounted Mechanical Equipment: Single-Family, Duplex, Triplex, and

Quadraplex Dwellings

a. Ground-mounted or wall-mounted mechanical equipment shall not be located in the established setback
along a frontage.

b. Ground-mounted or wall-mounted mechanical equipment may encroach into a required side or rear
setback by no more than 50% of the width of that required setback.

Ground-Mounted or Wall-Mounted Mechanical Equipment: All Other Uses

a. Ground-mounted or wall-mounted mechanical equipment may be located in an established setback
along a frontage, but not within the required setback along a frontage, if screened on three sides by a
decorative wall that meets the requirements of Sections 20.5.B.5.b and 20.5.B.5.c. The height of the wall
shall be at least the height of the ground-mounted or wall-mounted mechanical equipment and shall not
exceed this height by more than one foot. For ground-mounted mechanical equipment, the fourth side
closest to the building may be left open. A gate which shall visually conceal the contents of the decorative
wall enclosure may be installed on one of the three sides of the enclosure. The gate shall always remain
closed except when needed to gain access to the ground-mounted or wall-mounted equipment.

i. Inlieu of the decorative wall in item a above, either of the following options may be used to meet
this standard in the following zoning districts, unless on a Main Street frontage: Neighborhood 1 (all),
N2-A, N2-B, CG, CR, IC-1, OFC, OG, ML-1, and ML-2.

(A) A fence that meets the requirements of Sections 20.5.B.5.b and 20.5.B.5.c. The height of the
fence shall be at least the height of the ground-mounted or wall-mounted mechanical equipment
and shall not exceed this height by more than one foot. For ground-mounted mechanical
equipment, the fourth side closest to the building may be left open. A gate which shall visually
conceal the contents of the fence enclosure may be installed on one of the three sides of the
enclosure. The gate shall always remain closed except when needed to gain access to the ground-
mounted or wall-mounted equipment.
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(B) Evergreen shrubs planted to create a visual barrier and to exceed the height of the mechanical
equipment by one foot within three years of planting. For ground-mounted mechanical equipment,
the fourth side closest to the building may be left open.

b. Ground-mounted or wall-mounted mechanical equipment may be located in an established side or rear
setback. When visible from a frontage or from an abutting property in a Neighborhood 1 Place Type, ground-
mounted mechanical equipment shall be screened on three sides and wall-mounted mechanical equipment
shall be screened on two sides. Screening shall either be a decorative wall or a fence that meets the
requirements of Sections 20.5.B.5.b or 20.5.B.5.c. The height of the decorative wall or fence shall be at least
the height of the mechanical equipment being screened and shall not exceed this height by more than one
foot. The side least visible from any frontages may be left open as needed to gain access to the ground-
mounted or wall-mounted equipment.

i. Inlieu of the decorative wall or fence in item b above, evergreen shrubs may be used to screen
ground-mounted or wall-mounted mechanical equipment located in an established side or rear setback.
These evergreen shrubs shall be planted to create a visual barrier and to exceed the height of ground-
mounted mechanical equipment by one foot within three years of planting. If screening is provided by
shrubs, the side least visible from any frontages may be left open as needed to gain access to the
ground-mounted mechanical equipment.

3. Roof-Mounted Mechanical Equipment in All Zoning Districts
Roof-mounted mechanical equipment shall be screened by an architectural element so that it is not visible from

an abutting frontage.

SCREENING FOR GROUND-MOUNTED OR WALL-MOUNTED MECHANICAL EQUIPEMENT

In lieu of a decorative wall or fence,

Ground-mounted or wall-mounted mechanical ground-mounted or wall-mounted mechanical
equipment in an established setback along a equipment in an established side or rear setback
frontage shall be screened on at least three sides may be screened with evergreen shrubs planted
by a decorative wall at least the height of the to create a visual barrier and exceed the height of
mechanical equipment, but no more than one foot the mechanical equipment within three years of
taller than the mechanical equipment. planting.

G. Private Docks and Piers
Private docks and piers, including any associated water-dependent accessory structures, may be located in any
required setback that abuts a body of water.
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Retail and Shipping Service Lockers

1. Retail and shipping service lockers not operated by a principal use on the site are permitted only on lots
used for nonresidential uses, including nonresidential uses in a mixed-use development.

2. Retail and shipping service lockers may be placed against the exterior of the principal building and shall not
be located in any required setback. A freestanding locker may be located within the associated parking lot or
structure. All required on-site open space, on-site pedestrian pathways, and required parking spaces shall
remain unobstructed.

3. Arretail and shipping service locker shall be located on private property and cannot encroach into any
required build-to zone or side or rear setback.

4. Retail or shipping service lockers shall not obstruct any door. A minimum clear width for pedestrian traffic of
eight feet shall be maintained at all doors and along any sidewalks.

5. Arretail and shipping service locker structure cannot exceed seven feet in height, six feet in depth, and 20
feet in length.

Security Gate or Guard Station

1. A security gate may be located in an established setback along a frontage only with approval from the
Charlotte Department of Transportation (CDOT), the North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT), the
Charlotte-Mecklenburg Police Department, the Charlotte Fire Department, and other applicable agencies. Such
agencies may place additional requirements on the siting of the gate and any ancillary facilities for reasons of
public safety.

2. A minimum of 40 feet shall be provided between any card reader and the street right-of-way or back-of-
sidewalk, whichever is greater.

Satellite Dish (Large)
following satellite dish regulations apply to large satellite dish antennas, which are those greater than one meter

(3.28 feet) in diameter.

1. Satellite dishes shall be permanently installed on a building, on the ground, or on a permanent foundation,
and shall not be mounted on a portable or movable structure.

2. Subject to operational requirements, the dish shall be of a neutral color, such as white or grey. No additional
signs or advertising are permitted on the satellite dish itself, aside from the logos of the satellite dish service
provider and/or dish manufacturer.

3. Satellite dishes no longer in use shall be immediately removed.

4. Satellite dishes are permitted only in the established rear setback and shall be set back a distance from all lot
lines that is at least equal to the height of the dish, but in no case less than ten feet from any lot line.

5. Roof-mounting is permitted and shall be screened by an architectural element so that it is not visible from an
abutting frontage.

6. A ground-mounted satellite dish shall be screened so that it cannot be readily seen from public rights-of-way
or abutting properties as follows:

a. A satellite dish shall be screened by a solid fence or wall.

b. The height of screening shall be at least the height of the satellite dish being screened and may exceed
this height by no more than two feet.
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K. Utilities, Above Ground and Wall-Mounted Accessory Structures

1.

2.

Above Ground Utility Accessory Structures

a. Above ground utility accessory structures may be located in an established side or rear setback. When
visible from a frontage or from an abutting property in a Neighborhood 1 Place Type, an above ground utility
accessory structure shall be screened on three sides by a decorative wall or fence that meets the
requirements of Sections 20.5.B.5.b and 20.5.B.5.c. The height of the decorative wall or fence shall be at
least the height of the above ground utility accessory structure being screened and shall not exceed this
height by more than one foot. The side least visible from any frontages may be left open. A gate which shall
visually conceal the contents of the decorative wall or fence enclosure may be installed on one of the three
sides of the enclosure. The gate shall always remain closed except when needed to gain access to the
above ground utility accessory structure.

i. Inlieu of the decorative wall or fence in item a above, evergreen shrubs may be used to screen
above ground utility accessory structures to meet this standard. Such shrubs shall be planted to create
a visual barrier and exceed the height of the above ground utility accessory structure by one foot within
three years of planting. If screening is provided by shrubs, the side least visible from any frontages may
be left open as needed to gain access to the above ground utility accessory structure.

b. Above ground utility accessory structures may be located in an established setback along a frontage,
but not within the required setback along a frontage, if screened on three sides by a decorative wall that
meets the requirements of Sections 20.5.B.5.b and 20.5.B.5.c. The height of the wall shall be at least the
height of the above ground utility accessory structure and shall not exceed this height by more than one foot.
The fourth side closest to the building may be left open. A gate which shall visually conceal the contents of
the decorative wall enclosure may be installed on one of the three sides of the enclosure. The gate shall
always remain closed except when needed to gain access to the above ground utility accessory structure.

i. Inlieu of the decorative wall in item b above, either of the following options may be used to meet
this standard in the following zoning districts, unless on a Main Street frontage: Neighborhood 1 (all),
N2-A, N2-B, CG, CR, IC-1, OFC, OG, ML-1, and ML-2.

(A) A fence that meets the requirements of Sections 20.5.B.5.b and 20.5.B.5.c. The height of the
fence shall be at least the height of the above ground utility accessory structure and shall not
exceed this height by more than one foot. The fourth side closest to the building may be left open.
A gate which shall visually conceal the contents of the fence enclosure may be installed on one of
the three sides of the enclosure. The gate shall always remain closed except when needed to gain
access to the above ground utility accessory structure.

(B) Evergreen shrubs planted to create a visual barrier and to exceed the height of the above
ground utility accessory structure by one foot within three years of planting. The fourth side closest
to the building may be left open.

c. Screening as described in items a and b above is not required for above ground accessory utility
structures if such structures do not exceed any of the following dimensions: three feet in height, three feet in
length, or three feet in depth. If such structure exceeds any of these dimensions, it shall be subject to the
screening requirements of item a or b above, as applicable.

d. Utility boxes may be wrapped or painted with artwork installed on all sides and covering the entire box
as an alternative to screening, unless prohibited by the utility company. Such artwork may not function as a
sign. Such wrapping or painting shall be maintained in good condition. If such artwork is removed, screening
is required.

Wall-Mounted Utilities

Wall-mounted accessory utility structures, including gas and electric meters, shall not be installed on any facade
located along a frontage. This restriction shall not apply to single-family dwellings. In the case of a building with
all facades located along a frontage, wall-mounted utilities shall be located on a secondary frontage and
screened by a decorative wall or an opaque fence that meets the requirements of Sections 20.5.B.5.b and
20.5.B.5.c, or evergreen shrubs that exceed the height of the equipment by one foot within three years of
planting.
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SCREENING FOR ABOVE GROUND AND WALL-MOUNTED ACCESSORY UTILITY STRUCTURES

In lieu of a decorative wall or fence, above ground

Above ground utility accessory structures in an utility accessory structures in an established side
established setback along a frontage shall be or rear setback may be screened with evergreen
screened on at least three sides by a decorative shrubs planted to create a visual barrier and

wall at least the height of the structures, but no exceed the height of the structures within three
more than one foot taller than the structures. years of planting.

L. Wind Turbines

1. Wind turbines may be designed as either vertical or horizontal axis turbines, with or without exposed blades,
including designs that combine elements of the different types of turbines.

2. Wind turbines are subject to the following height restrictions:
a. The maximum height of a ground-mounted wind turbine is 24 feet.

b. The maximum height of any wind turbine mounted upon a structure is 15 feet above the established
height of such structure.

c. Maximum height is the total height of the turbine system, including the tower and the maximum vertical
height of the turbine blades. Maximum height therefore is calculated measuring the length of a prop at
maximum vertical rotation to the base of the tower. The maximum height of any ground-mounted wind
turbine is measured from grade to the length of a prop at maximum vertical rotation.

d. No portion of exposed turbine blades may be within ten feet of the ground. Unexposed/enclosed turbine
blades may be within ten feet of the ground.

3. Ground-mounted wind turbines are permitted only to the rear of the principal building but may not be located
within a required side or rear setback. No part of the wind turbine system structure, including guy wire anchors,
may be located within a required setback.
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STRUCTURE-MOUNTED WIND TURBINES
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M. Solar Panels
The following provisions shall not apply to single-family, duplex, triplex, or quadraplex dwellings on individual lots.

1.

2.
inte

The following standards shall apply to ground-mounted solar panels:

a. Ground-mounted solar panels may be located in the established side or rear setback. When visible from
a frontage or from an adjacent property that is located in a Neighborhood 1 Place Type, all solar panels shall
be screened from the frontage or the adjacent property by a fence that is designed as 25% or less open,
wall, or row of evergreen shrubs. Screening placement shall be between the ground-mounted solar panels
and the applicable adjacent property or frontage. The required screening height shall meet or exceed the
height of the base of the solar panels. If the base of the solar panels is three feet or less in height, screening
is not required.

b. Screening as described in item a above is not required for solar panels if there are no more than two
solar panels, and they do not exceed any of the following dimensions: three feet in height, three feet in
length, or three feet in depth. If any solar panel(s) exceed(s) any of these dimensions, it shall be subject to
the screening requirements of item a above.

No screening shall be required for roof-mounted solar panels, parking facility solar canopies, or building-
grated solar panels.
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